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James was a private soldier in the 3rd Btn. of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers but he served in other battalions of the Regiment and he was in the 5th when he died in Northern France near Soissons on 1st August 1918. On this day the KOSB were involved in heavy fighting around the village of Beugneux supported by French artillery and by some of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders who had lost their CO and most of their other officers. The 5th. Battalion of the KOSB suffered severely and they were reduced to a total of 330 of all ranks. James Campbell fell in one of the worst days of fighting ever experienced by his regiment (8).. He is commemorated at the Raperie British Cemetery at Villemontoire where his remains are interred in Plot X, Row C, Grave 3. 

He left behind a widow and a little girl in the Lanarkshire village of Dolphinton. After the war, the widow remarried and her new husband was moved to his company’s head office in Liverpool where they bought the house next door to my parents. The two families became close friends so bringing my wife and I together for the first time in 1954. This reveals a long chain of events starting with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in June 1914 resulting in a horrific war, the death of James and the remarriage of his widow. But for all this my future wife might never have left Scotland, we would never have met and our children would not have been born. 
